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WEEKLY ROUNDUP OF WORLD PRODUCTION AND TRADE WR 15-83 


WASHINGTON, April 13--The Foreign Agricultural Service of the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture today reported the following developments in world 
agriculture and trade: 


GRAIN AND FEED 


The 1982 ARGENTINE wheat crop harvested this past December has been 
estimated by the U.S. agricultural counselor in Buenos Aires at a record 14.5 
million tons, 79 percent above the 1981 crop of 8.1 million tons. The upward 
adjustment in 1982 production is due to higher yields than earlier reported in 
southern Buenos Aires province. Exports are now expected to. reach a record. 
10.3 million tons, almost 7 million greater than last year's: and well over 4- 
million above the 1976/77 record. we 
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FRANCE has signed new contracts for the sale of ‘about 6Q0,000.tons 
of soft wheat and 300,000 tons of barley to the Soviet Union. That«will bring 
total European Community (EC) wheat sales to the Soviets this:season to ap" 
proximately 3.6 million tons, compared with less than 900,000:tons sold in ~~ 
1981/82. This barley sale is the first this year to the Soviets, compared 
with about 700,000 tons sold last season. 


KHEEKE 


The CANADIAN WHEAT BOARD recently announced initial grain payments 
to producers for the upcoming season. Wheat payment levels were reduced 2.5 
percent to C$ 170 per ton, while barley was reduced 14 percent to C$ 95 per 
ton, resulting in the highest Canadian wheat to barley payment ratio in at 
least 2 years. Wheat payments remain near the record high payment levels of 
1981 and 1982, while barley payments have been reduced for the second consecu- 
tive season, currently 2 percent below the 1980 and 1981 high payment lev- 
els. The Canadians have indicated they expect a 5-percent reduction in wheat 
area and a 15-percent reduction in barley area, both resulting in a substan- 
tial increase in rapeseed area. However, the high wheat payment level, com- 
bined with a drawdown in Canadan wheat stocks because of record wheat exports 
this season, will likely result in increased wheat and rapeseed area. 


-more- 
LYNN KRAWCZYK, Editor, Tel. (202) 382-9442. Additional copies may 


be obtained from FAS Information Services staff, 5918-South, Washington, D.C. 
2050. Tel. (202) 447-7937. 
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OILSEEDS AND PRODUCTS 


MEXICO is expected to import 400,000 tons of sunflowerseed in the 
October/September 1982/83 marketing year, a decline from the 600,000 tons pre- 
viously forecast. Sunflowerseed imports in recent months reportedly have been 
limited because of price disagreements between CONASUPO, the Mexican purchas- 
ing agency, and crushers. CONASUPO also has delayed purchases of sunflower- 
seed to avoid competing with Mexico's safflower harvest. The relatively small 
safflower crop, currently estimated at just under 300,000 tons, means that 
CONASUPO will need to import additional quantities of sunflowerseed this sum- 
mer, in addition to the 160,000 tons already purchased. 


To circumvent difficulties with the industry over sunflowerseed im- 
ports, CONASUPO has increased its purchases of sunflowerseed oil. In March, 
CONASUPO purchased 80,000 tons of crude sunflowerseed oil. Previously, Mexico 
had not been expected to import any sunflowerseed oil during the marketing 
year. 


HHEKEKEK 


The SOVIET UNION's recent purchase of %,000 tons of soybeans marks 
the first entry into the U.S. market since late 1981. Shipment is expected 
soon. Demand for protein in the Soviet Union is expected to remain strong 
through the rest of 1983 and in 1984 because of the Soviet government's com- 
mitment to increase production of livestock and dairy products, as called for 
in the New Food Program adopted in May 1982. The Soviet Union is expected to 
import increasing quantities of soybeans and soybean meal to meet feed re- 
quirements of its record cattle herd and expanding hog population. 


It is believed that the recent purchase does not represent a policy 
shift by the USSR. The Soviets turned to the United States for soybeans be- 
cause of the relatively small Argentine 1983 crop and difficulties in arrang- 
ing nearby shipments of soybean meal from Brazil. 


It is expected that West European shipments of soybean meal will be 
lower than previously forecast. Consequently, Soviet soybean meal imports in 
1983 are now estimated at 2.6 million tons, 400,000 tons lower than the earli- 
er USDA estimate, but still nearly 1 million tons above the 1982 level. The 
estimate of Soviet imports of soybeans in 1983 has been increased 300,000 tons 
to 1.5 million. Additional pruchases from the United States are possible. 


COTTON AND FIBERS 


In INDIA, exports of raw cotton have been running at record levels 
and are currently estimated at 62,000 bales for the 1982/83 season. A world 
scarcity of high-quality cotton has prompted an interest in Indian cotton. An 
additional factor has been the year-long Bombay mill strike, which has reduced 
domestic demand for cotton. However, with the return to work of nearly 65 
percent of the labor force in the past two months, continued strong export de- 
mand and recent increases in the local price of cotton, there is concern in 
the Indian textile industry that supplies will not be adequate to satisfy do- 
mestic needs. Consequently, the Indian Cotton Mills Federation has asked the 
government to halt further export sales. The situation is currently under re- 
view by the Cotton Advisory Board and a decision by the government is expected 
soon. 

-more- 
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TOBACCO 


MALAWI's Tobacco Control Commission recently estimated the 1983 
burley crop at a record 48,000 tons, surpassing last year's record of 27,300 
tons by 75 percent. The Commission also estimated the flue-cured crop at 
24,000 tons, an increase of 8 percent over last year. 


Malawi's burley production during the past four years has accounted 
for 30--45 percent of the total tobacco crop harvest. In recent years, Malawi 
has accelerated the ongoing trend for larger burley leaf crops by increasing 
harvest area in response to price increases for quality leaf. Burley area in 
1983 is estimated at 38,446 hectares, an increase of 66 percent from the 1982 
area. In 1982, burley area increased 45 percent from the previous year. Pre- 
season concerns over transportation bottlenecks that could reduce grower ac- 
cess to fertilizers apparently failed to materialize as increased yields sug- 
gest no shortage. 


FRUITS AND NUTS 


MEXICO's production of strawberries is expected to decline for the 
fourth consecutive year. The 1982/83 crop is currently estimated at 35,000 
tons, 42 percent below the 1981 level. Contributing to the decline were sev- 
ere frosts in the principal growing states of Michoacan and Guanajuato, insuf- 
ficient supplies and delays in delivery of planting materials, additional cut- 
back in harvested area, increased production costs, and last summer's drought 
that adversely affected yields and quality. 


MEXICO: AREA AND PRODUCTION 
LITS 79 1979/80 1980/81 19ST8 2) 9S 2/8507 


Harvested Area (HA) 5,340 5 , 200 4,400 3,900 e200 
Production (MT) 87,450 82,900 77,000 60,000 35 ,000 


l/ Preliminary 


WOOD AND WOOD PRODUCTS 


Total forest area in CHINA is approximately 120 million hectares, 
or 12 percent of the total land area. In 1982, the total growing stock 
amounted to 9.5 billion cubic meters (CM), but only 3.5 billion CM were of 
harvestable size. Although China currently produces nearly 50 million CM of 
logs annually, demand for wood and wood products far exceeds domestic supply 
capabilities. As a result, imports of timber have increased dramatically 
over the past three years from 0.58 million CM in 1979 to an estimated 3.4 
million CM in 1982. The United States supplies approximately 60 percent of 
China's timber requirements. From practically zero in 1979, U.S. timber 
sales to China rose to $41.4 million in 1980, $89.2 million in 1981, and 
$211.9 million in 1982. Current indications are that China will import ap- 
proximately 3 million CM of timber from the United States in 1983, or roughly 
75 percent of its projected imports for the year. 


-more- 
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Item : Apri PU oS> : Change from : A year 
: : previous week : ago 


$ per MT $ per bu. $ per MT $ per MT 
ROTTERDAM PRICES 1/ 
Wheat : 


Canadian No. 1 CWRS-13.5%.* 204.00 Seek +5 .00 201.00 
U.S. No. 2 DNS/NS: 14%... iisoweya Flas +1.50 186 .50 
USS saNO ee cai /LW 2 OAs. N.Q. ~- -- 199.00 
URS eke BAS Ah atc aot 160.00 4.3 -3.00 174.00 
sD sul NO ema Suktsi\s Li stotetatc a eters T9100 Dicyall +11.00 180.00 
Canadian No. 1 A: Durum..* 207.00 BO +8.00 N.Q. 
Feed grains: 
USS. Noe AYelLOWeCOrns.... 45 00 3.70 -.50 Me eS 
UPSeeNow 2 SOrgnume2/%.5 2. N.Q. -- -- 143.00 
Feed Barley ™3/.... access os N.Q. = ~- N.Q. 
Soybeans and meal: 
US Sem NO sme eYCLLOW source fees DB4.00 6.91 +1.D5 266 .80 
Brazil 47/48% SoyaPellets 4/ 25.00 = +3.00 N.Q. 
U.S. 44% Soybean Meal..... 220.00 ~~ +4.00 230.00 
GES BFARM PRICES 357, 
WEA Tie ais aise whe stateteve ob ofeis o O10 158251 Sey, +2.20 Deo ees 70) 
Bar leyeiicusisncle sieteriste steve sterols LEeog 169 +4.59 81.30 
COLI fsietests sista sco atere's sie ofaice LG. 4 2396 +1.18 99'.64 
SOL UMarers cc sscde stern otse us 107.14 4.86 6/ -.22 92715 
BEOUILCES iy / crests ete che’ oueie 894.41 == SNS) SHAE. 
EC IMPORT LEVIES 
WCAC /nicte eter etsrete’s: siectotetces 96.92 2.64 -0- 81.80 
Bailey's erevetercie nce «1e-¢ « cleisterare TOP 22 Za) -5 46 74.65 
COT e  wlecte sreletere stele occ oisis.¢ 10 Ws) ZeUZ -1.06 87270 
SOLUMUM Gajeis eis a's «eels sinico miele 4.99 190 -1.@ 88.90 
SP OWT Sao /pregtete cre are rere tetalers 305 .00 oo -0- 270.00 
EC INTERVENTION PRICES 11/ 
Common wheat(feed quality) 187.03 5 .09 +3.39 183.34 
BreAadewiGa tests. -sieacicle ores 2p .12 DL) +3.49 ZIG. oz 
Barley and all 
other feed grains....... 187 .03 -- +3.39 183.34 
Brollers= 17/ ster eters aieteteiers'¢ 1093.00 -- -12.00 N.Q. 
EC EXPORT RESTITUTIONS (subsidies) 
Wheat Ai. sie's siete one eels ose ete. 66.47 see ouh -- N.Q. 
Wheati T1lOUr <sicitec rn so crete tere N.Q. N.Q N.Q. N.Q. 
Barbe yet terse cls sisioiletreitireinie 755 Ve 2 = N.Q. 
BIOd VETSUG Mille ese vate et cre als 207.00 -- -O- 13/ 169.00 
Sugar, eretimeGei5/ wt... eaes SIG 25 “= +1.28 N.Q. 


1/ Asking prices in U.S. dollars for imported grain and soybeans, c.i.f., 
Rotterdam. 2/ Optional delivery: Argentine Granifero sorghum. 3/ Optional 
delivery: Canadian feed barley. 4/ Optional delivery: Argentine. 5/ Based on 
selected major markets and adjusted to reflect farm prices more closely. 6/ 
Hundredweight (CWT). 7/ Nine-city average; wholesale weighted average. 8/ 
Durum has a special levy. 9/ EC category--70 percent whole chicken. 10/ 
Reflects exchange rate change and not level set by EC. 11/ Reflects change by 
EC effective heb. 1, 1985 fromasl.8" ECUUS/V0GRKGem tom5>.  SeeCU S71 OOnKue 
**Reflects exchange rate change only. 12/ F.0.B Price for R.T.C. Whole 
Broilers at West German border. 13/ Subsidy increase reflects change by EC 
Effective Feb. 1, 1983 from 20.50 ECU's/100 kg to 22.50 ECU's/100 kg. 14/ 
F.o.b. price for whole R.T.C. broilers at West German border. 15/ Week of 
April 1-6 based on a maximum subsidy of 37.345 ECU's per 100 kg. N.Q.=Not 
quoted. * June-July shipment. Note: Basis May delivery. 
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and export services for the food and agricultural trade, as well as specialized publications pertaining to individual commodities. 


HOW TO ORDER: Check the title of each publication you wish to order. Remit a check for the total amount payable to 
the Foreign Agricultural Service. Only checks on U.S. banks, cashier’s checks, or international money orders will be accepted 
in payment. NO REFUNDS CAN BE MADE. Mail this form to: Foreign Agricultural Service 

Information Division 

Information Services Staff, Room 5918-S 

U.S. Department of Agriculture 

Washington, D.C. 20250 


PLEASE ENTER THE NUMBER OF SUBSURIPTIONS DESIRED BELOW: SUBSCRIPTION RATE 
Domestic Foreign 
10002 WEEKLY ROUNDUP OF WORLD PRODUCTION AND TRADE 
(Current news items and statistics on various commodities and NO CHARGE 
summary of recent developments in world production and trade) 
10003 COFFEE (3 issues) $10.00 $15.00 
10004 COTTON (12 issues) 30.00 50.00 


DAIRY, LIVESTOCK & POULTRY: 


10005 EXPORT TRADE & PROSPECTS (8 issues) 20.00 40.00 
10006 MEAT & DAIRY MONTHLY IMPORTS (12 issues) 25.00 35.00 
10007 DAIRY SITUATION (2 issues) 5.00 7.00 
10008 LIVESTOCK & POULTRY SITUATION (2 issues) 5.00 10.00 
10009 ALL 24 REPORTS LISTED ABOVE 55.00 92.00 
GRAINS: 
10010 SITUATION, OUTLOOK, STAT. REPORTS (18 issues) 40.00 75.00 
10011 EXPORT MARKET (12 issues) 30.00 50.00 
10013 USSR GRAIN SITUATION & OUTLOOK (12 issues) 15.00 20.00 
10014 ALL 42 REPORTS LISTED ABOVE 85.00 145.00 
10015 HORTICULTURAL PRODUCTS (12 issues) 30.00 50.00 
10016 OILSEEDS & PRODUCTS (14 issues) 30.00 50.00 
10017 SEEDS (12 issues) 40.00 70.00 
10018 SUGAR, MOLASSES & HONEY (4 issues) 10.00 15.00 
10019 TEA, SPICES & ESSENTIAL OILS (4 issues) 10.00 15.00 
10020 TOBACCO (12 issues) 30.00 50.00 
10021 WORLD CROP PRODUCTION (12 issues) 30.00 50.00 
10022 COCOA (2 issues) 5.00 7.50 
TOTAL REPORTS ORDERED TOTAL SUBSCRIPTION PRICE 
ENCLOSED IS MY CHECK FOR $ MADE PAYABLE TO FOREIGN AGRICULTURAL SERVICE. 


NAME (Last, first, middle initial) 


ORGANIZATION OR FIRM 


STREET OR P.O, BOX NUMBER 


ZIP CODE 


COUNTRY 





FAS-829 (Rev. 12-82) 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
WASHINGTON, 0.C. 20250 





OFFICIAL BUSINESS 
PENALTY FOR PRIVATE USE, $300 


If your address should be changed —______ PRINT 
OR TYPE the new acdress, including ZIP CODE and 
return the whole sheet and/or envelope to: 


FOREIGN AGRICULTURAL SERVICE, Room 5918 So. 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Washington, 0.C. 20250 





FIRST-CLASS MAIL 
POSTAGE & FEES PAID 
USDA-FAS 


WASHINGTON, D.C. 
PERMIT No. G-262 





